Miami Herald: Hit-and-run killer leads police in car chase
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Hit-and-run killer leads police
in car chase
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Hobbies & P?ts Rob Boyte, who lives on the corner where Mascherini died, |, Features
News & Media said all he heard was a dull thump outside his window.
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. The car allegedly driven by Figueroa sped south on
Travel & Visitors Harding Avenue, but witnesses identified it as a 1987 black
Jeep Wrangler.
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An hour later, another driver, whose car was struck by the
Jeep, flagged down a police officer on the 1300 Block of
Collins Avenue, pointing out the fleeing car. The Jeep was
seen southbound on Drexel from 13th Street, turning east
to Washington.
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A high-speed chase between police and the Jeep ensued
on Washington Avenue, weaving through traffic and across
a concrete median, and sending pedestrians running for
safety. He went south on Washington, turning right on
Fourth Street to Michigan Avenue.

Police used a loudspeaker fo try to get the driver of the
Jeep to stop, but he continued north en Michigan, running
all the stop signs and traffic signals until he struck two
parked cars on 11th Street and Michigan in front of
Flamingo Park.

Figueroa was thrown from the car and landed near one of
the damaged parked cars.

He was taken {o Jackson Memorial Hospital's Trauma
Center. He was freated and released at 3:48 am.
Thursday. He was arrested that afternoon.

The Jeep, registered to Lajos Toth of the 300 block of 83rd
Street, was stolen, but Toth had not notified police of the
theft. He noticed the car was missing after 8:30 p.m. that
night, according to police.

Police urge anyone with lnformatlon related to this incident
to call 305-673-7900.
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